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1. After the USSR occupied Estonia in 1940 the Estorian Highway administration Y
(EHA) wee gupervised by Sovizt engineers to vhom the Estoniar personnel were i
completely subordirtts, On matters pertaining to "union" highways tLe ZHA
reported to the Union Highway Mlinistrltionn?bﬂ),in Moscov, vhich, !
was under the USSR Pecples Commissariat of Interna) Affairs (NKVD). (During

\ the USSR occupation rozds were eplit into three categories: nnion roads, re-
puhlic roads and local roads. Unilon roads were projects approved snd financzed 25X1
by the UHA in Moscow.) In all other matters the EHA was under the Estonian
NKVD. The head of this body, Boris Kwmn, was a former Estonisn road techniciern.

He had no real power, but merely signed psvers. JActual centrol rested with his 4}
’Soviet deputy W

2. The USSR did nct provide any technical assistance to the BBA in the form ¢f equip-
ment or advisory personuel, Estonian road constructicon equipment included US
graders, shovels, scrapers, bulldoz.rs, etc and wes supericr to USSR equipment.
Also the EHA had more equipment than & unit of equel size wouid have bhad in the
USSR. Z2stonisu technical personnel were superior to their Soviet countexperts.
The function of the Soviet engineers was to supervise amd contrsl <l activities

25X1 ¢t the Estonimus. There were no Scviet engineers in tne district ofrices of ths

25X1 EHA.

2, The USSR did. nut infiuence the Estonien highway system much during “he 1940-hl |
occupation, except that in general the traffic became heavier and the rosds be- :
came worse. The emphe&sis was on construction of military bases. Counstructicn
was begun on the wilitarily important Kanamss-Keila-Paldiski highway. Alsc, &
start was made on aephalting the straightened portions of the Tallinn-Plrnu ard
Tallinn-Paide-Poltsamaa highways. Bach of these stretches was about ten kilo-
meters long and started from Tallinn. On other highways the maintenance force
wag not sufficient to keep up the roeds under the preveiling heavy traffic. (The
USSR aboliahed the former Bstonian system of private contractors, and 1id not in-

crease the permanent labor force enough.) | 25X1
25X1
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to lack of gravelling. In genersel, |:|military highways have been i
adequately meintained, whilc nonstrategic roads have probably been neglected. !

With regard to the composition of the labor force,‘

‘most of the auxiliery snd common workers

nad no construction vackground. For the most part they were office workers,
bekers' assistents, and the like, who had committed some minor dffense and been
sentenced to a few months hard labor. (A typical offense was tardiness to work
on three occasions.) These people were called compulsory workers rather than
forced lshor. They were free men in their off time and received the same pay
ae other workers. Of course the work was difficult for them since they were not
used to heavy labor. There were no professional work crews,

5,

‘Soviet personnel who were stationsd in Estonia

25X1

4

during the USSR occupstion of 1540-L1,

(a) Moisei Asnin, mechanical engineer, clilef of EHAJ

(b) f{nu) Shershnev, not an engineer, chief of the Road Constructicn Bureau. 25%1
25X1
(c) Alexsuder Syrowistnikov, civil engineer. 25X1
25X1

(é¢) (£nu) Lazayev, engineer
| 25X1

f(e) ({fnu) Kretova - & woman and@ an enzineer.
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